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Introduction 



This Bible study tool is a combination of pages from the Open American Standard Version 
(OASV). These have been chosen for two reasons. This work is in the public domain which makes it 
easy to provide freely without charge. Secondly, it is easy to read and is rich in content. The fact that it 
is in the public domain does not distract from the value it will provide in the study of the scripture. 

About the Open American Standard Version 

There are already many good translations of the Holy Bible into contemporary English. 
Unfortunately, almost all of them are restricted by copyright and copyright holder policy. This restricts 
publication and republication of God's Word in many ways, such as in downloadable files on the Internet, 
use of extensive quotations in books, etc. The Open American Standard Version was commissioned by 
God in response to prayer about this subject. 



Because the Open American Standard Version is in the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it can be 
freely copied, distributed, and redistributed without any payment of royalties. You don't even have to ask 
permission to do so. You may publish the whole Open American Standard Version in book form, bind it in 
leather and sell it. You may incorporate it into your Bible study software. You may make and distribute 
audio recordings of it. You may broadcast it. All you have to do is maintain the integrity of God's Word 
before God, and reserve the name "Open American Standard" for faithful copies of this translation. 

The Open American Standard Version is an update of the American Standard Version (ASV) of the 
Holy Bible, published in 1901. A custom computer program updated the archaic words and word forms to 
contemporary equivalents, and then a team of volunteers proofread and updated the grammar. The New 
Testament was updated to conform to the Majority Text reconstruction of the original Greek 
manuscripts, thus taking advantage of the superior access to manuscripts that we have now compared 
to when the original ASV was translated. The style of the Open American Standard Version, while fairly 
literally translated, is in informal, spoken English. The Open American Standard Version is designed to 
sound good and be accurate when read aloud. It is not formal in its language, just as the original Greek 
of the New Testament was not formal. The OASV uses contractions rather freely. 
The Open American Standard Version doesn't capitalize pronouns pertaining to God. The original 
manuscripts made no such distinction. Hebrew has no such thing as upper and lower case, and the 
original Greek manuscripts were written in all upper case letters. Attempting to add in such a distinction 
raises some difficulties in translating dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coronation psalms. The Open 
American Standard Version main edition translates God's Proper Name in the Old Testament as 
"Yahweh." 



With all of the above and some other places where lack of clarity in the original manuscripts has 
led to multiple possible readings, significant variants are listed in footnotes. The reading that in our 
prayerful judgment is best is in the main text. Overall, the Open American Standard Version isn't very 
much different than several other good contemporary English translations of the Holy Bible. The 
message of Salvation through Jesus Christ is still the same. The point of this translation was not to be 
very different (except for legal status), but to update the ASV for readability while retaining or improving 
the accuracy of that well-respected translation and retaining the public domain status of the ASV. 




Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 



Ephesians 
Chapter 1 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through 
the will of God, to the saints who are at 
Ephesus, and the faithful in Christ 
Jesus : 2 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

- 1 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 
Christ, 4 even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we would 
be holy and without defect before him in 
love , 5 having predestined us for adoption as 
children through Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his 
desire, 6 to the praise of the glory of his 
grace, by which he freely gave us favor in 
the Beloved , 7 in whom we have our 
redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace , 8 which he made to 
abound toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence , 9 making known to us the mystery 
of his will, according to his good pleasure 
which he purposed in him 10 to an 

administration of the fullness of the times, 
to sum up all things in Christ, the things in 
the heavens and the things on the earth, in 
him. 11 We were also assigned an 

inheritance in him, having been 
foreordained according to the purpose of 
him who does all things after the counsel of 
his will , 12 to the end that we should be to 
the praise of his glory, we who had before 
hoped in Christ. 13 In him you also, having 
heard the word of the truth, the Good News 
of your salvation— in whom, having also 
believed, you were sealed with the promised 
Holy Spirit , 14 who is a pledge of our 
inheritance, to the redemption of God's own 
possession, to the praise of his glory. 

15 For this cause I also, having heard of the 
faith in the Lord Jesus which is among you, 
and the love which you have toward all the 
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saints , 16 don't cease to give thanks for you, 
making mention of you in my 

prayers , 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you 
a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him , 18 having the eyes of your 
hearts- enlightened, that you may know 
what is the hope of his calling, and what are 
the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 
the saints , 19 and what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power toward us who 
believe, according to that working of the 
strength of his might 20 which he worked in 
Christ, when he raised him from the dead 
and made him to sit at his right hand in the 
heavenly places , 21 far above all rule, 
authority, power, dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this age, but also 
in that which is to come . 22 He put all things 
in subjection under his feet, and gave him 
to be head over all things for the 
assembly , 23 which is his body, the fullness 
of him who fills all in all. 



*1:18 TR reads "understanding" 
instead of "hearts" 



Ephesians 
Chapter 2 

^ou were made alive when you were dead 
in transgressions and sins , 2 in which you 
once walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power 
of the air, the spirit who now works in the 
children of disobedience. 3 We also all once 
lived among them in the lusts of our flesh, 
doing the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, 
even as the rest. 4 But God, being rich in 
mercy, for his great love with which he 
loved us , 5 even when we were dead 
through our trespasses, made us alive 
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together with Christ— by grace you have 
been saved — 6 and raised us up with him, 
and made us to sit with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus , 7 that in the ages to 
come he might show the exceeding riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus ; 8 for by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it 
is the gift of God , 9 not of works, that no 
one would boast . 10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared before 
that we would walk in them. 

11 Therefore remember that once you, the 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
"uncircumcision" by that which is called 
"circumcision" (in the flesh, made by 
hands ), 12 that you were at that time 
separate from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from 
the covenants of the promise, having no 
hope and without God in the world . 13 But 
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off are made near in the blood of 
Christ . 14 For he is our peace, who made both 
one, and broke down the middle wall of 
separation , 15 having abolished in his flesh 
the hostility, the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances, that he might 
create in himself one new man of the two, 
making peace , 16 and might reconcile them 
both in one body to God through the cross, 
having killed the hostility through it. 17 He 
came and preached peace to you who were 
far off and to those who were near. 18 For 
through him we both have our access in one 
Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no 
longer strangers and foreigners, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints and of the 
household of God , 20 being built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the chief 
cornerstone ; 21 in whom the whole building, 
fitted together, grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord ; 22 in whom you also are built 
together for a habitation of God in the Spirit. 
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Ephesians 
Chapter 3 

1 For this cause I, Paul, am the prisoner of 
Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles , 2 if it 
is so that you have heard of the 
administration of that grace of God which 
was given me toward you , 3 how that by 
revelation the mystery was made known to 
me, as I wrote before in few words, 4 by 
which, when you read, you can perceive my 
understanding in the mystery of 
Christ , 5 which in other generations was not 
made known to the children of men, as it 
has now been revealed to his holy apostles 
and prophets in the Spirit, b that the Gentiles 
are fellow heirs and fellow members of the 
body, and fellow partakers of his promise in 
Christ Jesus through the Good News , 7 of 
which I was made a servant according to 
the gift of that grace of God which was 
given me according to the working of his 
power . 8 To me, the very least of all saints, 
was this grace given, to preach to the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ , 9 and to make all men see what is the 
administration- of the mystery which for 
ages has been hidden in God, who created 
all things through Jesus Christ , 10 to the 
intent that now through the assembly the 
manifold wisdom of God might be made 
known to the principalities and the powers 
in the heavenly places , 11 according to the 
eternal purpose which he accomplished in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him we have 
boldness and access in confidence through 
our faith in him. 13 Therefore I ask that you 
may not lose heart at my troubles for you, 
which are your glory. 

14 For this cause, I bow my knees to the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ , 15 from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth 
is named, 16 that he would grant you, 
according to the riches of his glory, that you 
may be strengthened with power through 
his Spirit in the inner person , 17 that Christ 





